
DONNA LONG 

 

Donna Long, beloved daughter, stepmother, sister, aunt, cousin 

and friend, departed this life on February 28, 2017. 

 

Donna was born July 12, 1946, a daughter of Joseph Edward 

Long and Ada Jane (Osgood) Long, in Monroe, Michigan. 

That date was her parents’ first wedding anniversary. She was 

predeceased by her father and her long-term partner, James 

Gist. 

 

She graduated from Ida High School having made many life-

long friends and enjoyed her work on the school newspaper, 

and at the Ida Variety Store, and dancing at Hickory Park. She 

received the DAR Good Citizens Award as did her mother 

before her.  

 

Donna earned a bachelor’s degree from Central Michigan University, with majors in journalism and English. She was 

copy editor for the CMU newspaper and active in student government. She was a reporter for the Mount Pleasant Daily 

News for a year after college, before heading to New York. Donna had additional coursework at the New School and New 

York University, and attended the IBM Community Executive Program. 

 

She considered herself a “child of the ‘60s” and an evidence-based optimist. 

 

From 1988-2013, Donna was the vice president of development for the National Minority Supplier Development Council 

(NMSDC), a non-profit organization that expands business opportunities for more than 15,000 minority-owned companies 

of all sizes. NMSDC encourages mutually beneficial economic links between minority suppliers and the public and 

private sectors, and helps build a stronger, more equitable society by supporting and promoting minority business 

development. NMSDC member corporations' purchases from Asian, Black, Hispanic and Native American businesses exceed 

$100 billion each year. 

 

Before joining the National Minority Supplier Development Council, Donna was an assistant director in the Fund 

Department of the National Urban League for 16 years and the director of development and public affairs for the New 

York Urban League for two years. Donna also gave generously of her time, expertise and other resources as a volunteer 

with several Harlem based art and culture organizations in New York. 

 

She enjoyed working for charismatic, visionary and exceptionally intelligent leaders, especially Harriet R. Michel, 

Whitney M. Young, Jr. and Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. She also appreciated guidance and encouragement from John Tebbel, 

author and chairman of NYU’s journalism department, and William R. Simms, a founder of the Association of 

Fundraising Professionals. 

 

Donna is survived by her mother, Ada; sister, Jan Miller (Claude Groves) and four brothers, Dale (Ann), John (JoMarie); 

Larry (Larry Johnson) and Ralph (Sue); ten nieces and nephews, ten great-nieces and great-nephews, eight cousins and 

many cherished friends. Donna considered herself blessed to have a loving step-daughter, Rachelle Gist Broner (Will) and 

five exceptional people who called her Grandma-Donna. 

 

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, March 25, at 11 a.m. at the Church of the Epiphany in New York City, 

followed by a luncheon. 

Phone (212) 737-2720, The Rev. Jennifer A. Reddall, presiding. 

 

In lieu of flowers, contributions in celebration of Donna Long’s life may be made to the Church of the Epiphany’s 

Wednesday Homeless Dinner Program (address below) or to the non-profit organization of your choice.  

 

The Church of the Epiphany 

1393 York Avenue 

New York, NY 10021 


